
ART A LEVEL BRIDGING WORK – SURFACE AND TEXTURE
Introductory Project Title: Surface and Texture & Decay

Follow TBS on Pinterest: @TheBeaconsfieldSchoolArt

The bridging work set over the summer holidays must be presented in your first lessons in Year 12 
to the class. You will need to source an A3 sketchbook to present this initial work in, but it will be 
remounted. Only work on one side of the paper so that it can be re-mounted onto boards.

Task 1) – Surface, Texture and Decay

1. Research imagery and artists relating to the key words of surface, texture and decay. Set up a 
Pinterest account and collect multiples images that link to these starting points.

2. Research the work of Leyla Munteanu, Deeanne Rieves, and Alberto Burri. Collect and print 2-3 
images of each artist’s work on the theme of decay/surface texture and present on a sketchbook 
page. 

3. Reflect in writing on the work of each artists –analysing the textures, methods and processes 
used to explore surface texture and decay. Are there any personal motivations and links that 
inspired them to create these studies? If you like, replicate a small section of each artists’ work 
and include on your page of studies to practice their techniques.

Task 2) – Photographic Surface, Texture and Decay

Take at least 30 images that capture and explore environmental surface, texture and decay. 
Suggested starting points are: padlocks, door handles, rusty surfaces, scaffolding, skips and text, 
layered billboards and posters that are peeling, decaying food such as fruit, vegetables. Decaying 
wood, old fence posts and nails. Ensure you have images of texture as well as images you can draw 
and paint from accurately for observation (eg, padlocks, metal fixings). Print these if you are able to.

Task 3) Practical Experiments from own images

Using your images and artist references as a starting point, create 3 x observational studies using 
any media of your choice from your photographs. These should be A3 in size, combining high quality 
observational drawing plus experimental textures such as adding rips, burning, tea stain, layered 
tissue paper and threads to the surface. Consider the composition of your images. Ensure the object 
is in proportion by sketching and measuring from your images. 

Task 4 (Optional Extension)

Explore one of your own photographs 
exploring surface, texture and decay at 
A2 size, working and painting/drawing 
directly onto cardboard.

Apply layers of paper, cut holes into the 
surface in the style of Rieves to play 
with the canvas. Paint and draw your 
chosen object onto the surface.
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