
The enemy of photography is the convention, the fixed rules of 'how to do'. The 
salvation of photography comes from the experiment.
-- Laszlo Moholy-Nagy

PHOTOGRAPHY A LEVEL BRIDGING WORK – SURFACE AND TEXTURE

Introductory Project Title: Surface and Texture – Abstraction
Follow TBS on Pinterest: @TheBeaconsfieldSchoolArt

The bridging work set over the summer holidays must be presented in your first lessons in Year 12 
to the class. You must ensure the work is presented on a clean a professional Powerpoint 
presentation. Use a simple font and layout, avoid fancy titles or colours. Save the final Powerpoint as 
a PDF and email to crhodes@beaconsfield.school before the start of term.

Task 1) – Abstract Paper Photography

1. Research the history of abstraction in photography. Create a Pinterest Account and collect 
images related to this style. 

2. Write a short introduction explaining your understanding of abstraction in photography. Present 
with images that you have collected from your research.

3. Create a series of Galleries (1 slide per artist) featuring the work of Francis Bruguière, Jaroslav 
Rössler, Vjeko Sager, Jerry Reed, Tamara Lorenz and James Welling.

4. Reflect in writing on each artist slide include your understanding of their work in the context of 
abstraction. How have they explored and developed abstract imagery? How have they 
manipulated the formal elements?

Task 2) – Practical Abstraction

Make 36 unique, beautiful photographs of one piece of white paper. You may not cut or tear the 
paper, but you can fold it, roll it, or crumple it. Shoot on a white background using available lights 
(desk lamp, LED’s, natural light, etc). Use colour filters on the lights, if you desire. There should be 
nothing else in the photographs but one piece of white paper. Explore lighting and change the 
lighting for each photograph. Change the angle and proximity each time too. 
Present a contact sheet (36 images) and 9 selected best on your powerpoint.

Task 3) Practical Refinement 

Repeat and improve on your first photoshoot. Explore colour, tracing paper, cutting, slicing, different 
backgrounds. Explore your version of paper abstraction. Present as you did in Task 2.
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